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Greece’s 
Security and 
Defence Policy 
Update   
 

On 26 May 2020, the Minister of National Defence 
Mr. Nikolaos Panagiotopoulos , the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Nikos Dendias, and the   Chief 
of HNDGS General Konstantinos Floros  briefed the  
Parliamentary Committee on Defence and Foreign 
Affairs on issues  of exceptional importance related 
to  Greece’s  security and defence.   

The Minister of National Defence Mr. Nikolaos 
Panagiotopoulos underscored the following: 

 

I too would like to remind you that this meeting of 
the Committee in “Ioannis Kapodistrias” hall of the 
Ministry of National Defence was a scheduled 
meeting, but it was planned a few days ago and 
should include a full briefing on all the basic matters 
of National Defence. 

Apart from what happens in Evros and other recent 
event, we had agreed to discuss the matters of the 
coronavirus pandemic in the Armed Forces and of 
Armament Programmes and Defence Industry, 
although I insist that Defence Industry matters  

 

should be discussed in a separate meeting on this 
agenda. However, due to the recent developments, 
we cooperated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Minister, in order to perform a joint briefing 
for the Committee. 

And although in the past it might sometimes seem 
unlikely or even impossible, for the Heads of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and National Defence to 
address a meeting of the Committee together, in 
order to inform the Parliament, this is not the case 
today. There is a constant cooperation with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, almost on a daily basis, 
so that we can decide together about the manner in 
which we will deal with our essential national 
matters. An since I am talking about national issues, 
I would like to say that a very strong political 
confrontation has begun about a matter which is 
definitely worth mentioning, but not worthy of this 
tension that has been caused in the country and of 
the public debate about it. 

So, the Ministry of National Defence should explain 
some key points to avoid any misunderstandings. I 

would like to state that our view is 
clear and I will analyse it point by 
point: 

Point one: Greece’s borders have 
been clearly delimitated and are firm 
and unchanging. They cannot 
change and move, as the river-bed 
of Evros shifted and moved over 
decades. I will expand on this later. 

Point two: Greece secures and 
protects its frontiers. The 
government will do what it must for 
this. We proved this last March on 
Evros, where we faced an organized 
attempt to violate the borders in 
terms of an invasion or of a hybrid 
threat, as I have explained. 
However, the excellent cooperation 
between the Armed Forces and the 

Hellenic Police brought the desired result which was 
to repulse this organized attempt. 

Honestly, until recently, I thought that only Turkey 
was bothered by this strong and decisive position. 
Now, I realize that it bothers also various groups 
within Greece. And this cause might probably be 
used as an opportunity to tarnish the achievement 
in Evros, that is the successful management of this 
crisis as is confirmed by the results. It is these 
shadows on our country’s established right to 
protect its borders which are also European 
borders, particularly when this rights was exercised 
in the most emphatic manner last March. 
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June 2014 Point three: I believe that this type of sensitive 
national matters are not apt for expressing petty 
opposition in the form of opportunism! Because it is 
an act of opportunism when political parties 
reproduce false news published by a foreign media 
which referred to tenths of Turkish soldiers entering 
the Greek territory and it even mentioned a wrong 
place, it said they were in Melissokomeio. Although 
there were no problems in Melissokomeio! 

These are blatant lies, which unfortunately were 
given attention by people in our country. So if 
political parties agree with this type of news, create 
a political rumour or damage to the government or 
even an increase of tension, whether intentionally or 
not, I cannot tolerate it. These are not good services 
for our Homeland. 

Point four: The main cause, in my personal opinion, 
of everything that happened in the political debate 
over the last days is the lack of knowledge, as it has 
been proved, about the geography of the territory in 
Evros and the precise delimitation of the borders. It 
is not, Ladies and Gentlemen, a river that flows and 
on the one side of it is the Turkish bank and on the 
other the Greek bank. This happens probably on 
some parts of the Danube which has a width of 
some thousand meters. Evros river is not the same. 

And I remind you: The land frontier of Greece – 
Turkey has been delimitated, based, on the one 
hand, on the Treaty of Lausanne and, on the other 
hand, on the Protocol of 1926 and further based on 
the then riverbed of Evros. Since then, it’s the 
riverbed that has changed, and not the frontier. As 
a result, there are today some parts of the Greek 
territory which are on the east of Evros river, the so 
called “bridgeheads”, and in our particular case the 
Feres bridgehead. On the other side, there are parts 
of the Turkish territory that are on the west of Evros 
river. Usually, these parts have some common 
features: 

• thick vegetation, bosky territory and even 
impassable at certain points, a real jungle. 

• Floods in winter and land covered by water in 
winter. Constantly, almost every year when 
Evros floods. And this has been happening for 
decades. 

• The difficulty to mark the territory precisely 
makes this issue a technical issue, as the 
Turkish ambassador stated some days ago, a 
technical issue and nothing more, definitely not 
a territorial dispute. 

• The access of every person to these places is 
difficult. For many many years, nobody, neither 
Turk nor Greek, has set foot on these places 
and, of course, not a military. 

Point five: That said and given the explicit will and 
determination of the Government to reinforce our 

frontier, a fence is now constructed in Evros region 
long enough to cover the land borders. It is a 
procedure that will take several time, at a length of 
26 km. Many preparatory works for the mapping and 
marking of the territory which are not conducted by 
the Ministry of Citizen Protection, which has typically 
assumed to build the fence, but by the Army, 
specifically by the Hellenic Military Geographical 
Service, which is competent to perform this precise, 
but difficult at certain points, marking of the territory. 

It is known that some have a poor opinion about the 
construction of the fence. Their views are known but 
this does not concern us, this is not what we discuss 
today. The fence will be built. This is an explicit will 
of the government and it will be performed soon. In 
this manner we will protect our land frontier better, 
But the preparatory works for the construction of the 
fence on this particular bridgehead of Feres – and 
not the bridgehead of Melissokomeio, as it has been 
falsely mentioned in the news – have caused a 
reaction by the Turkish side. 

The Hellenic Army began to clear-cut an area of 
bosky ground, as I said, to proceed to this marking. 
When notice was taken of this fact, some Turkish 
Soldiers and Police Officers came to the area. They 
remained for some days, they camped for some 
days, and they set up fires in the woods on the 
Turkish territory. Units of the Hellenic Army, our 
soldiers, were opposite them, during this time of 
their presence there. This now brings me to the final 
point I wish to mention. 

I reiterate it: Greek territory has never been 
occupied by foreign forces, and obviously not by 
units of the Turkish Armed Forces in Evros region, 
over the last days. And I would like to be very clear, 
as was also the Prime Minister yesterday during his 
television interview. The press release that the 
Ministry of National Defence made on Saturday has 
also been made known. 

The Hellenic Armed Forces perform their duty. They 
fully protect the security of our frontier and they do 
it very well, particularly over the last months. And 
they will do it again very well, if it is necessary to 
face pressure again on our borders. There is 
relevant evidence of this, but I assure you that our 
Armed Forces will defend again our borders against 
any violation, as they did last March. 

Unfortunately, this whole discussion, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, affects negatively also the morale of our 
personnel. It’s a shame to have all this damage after 
the great efforts they made and they continue to 
make and will make again if necessary. I think that I 
am obliged to send this particular message, from 
here, from the headquarters of the Chiefs of the 
Hellenic Armed Forces. It is my final point, but allow 
me to say that it is not at all insignificant, especially 
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June 2014 at this time. So, Mr. Chairman, after the briefing and 
the speeches of mine and of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs that follows, allow me to ask you to give the 
floor to the military Chiefs as well, so that they 
proceed to their detailed briefing. I am sure that 
what they have to say and show will clarify even 
more thoroughly all the aspects of this matter, 
particularly the technical aspects which require a 
particular attention from all of us, but, as you will find 
out, they will be very illuminating. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Nikos 

Dendias underscored: 

 

 

I would like to thank the Ministry of National Defence 
for hosting this meeting of the Committee on 
National Defence and Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic 
Parliament. I would like, on my turn, to refer to the 
excellent relation and cooperation of both Ministries 
and I ought to reiterate what our host and colleague, 
Mr. Panagiotopoulos, underlined, in contrast to what 
was happening in the past, and, of course, I am not 
referring to the period when Mr. Katrougkalos was 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

We will have the opportunity to examine together all 
the developments of the period after our last 
meeting in January, from the unprecedented, 
hybrid, massive attempt of violation of our borders 
which Greece and European Union faced together 
in late February and early March, as well as the 
continuous escalation of the Turkish 
provocativeness against Greece and the Republic 
of Cyprus, and generally, in the wider area, but if the 
time allows it, also the developments in Libya, Syria 
and the Balkans.I will stress that we continue to 
exert our foreign policy with composure, 

seriousness and decisiveness, based on the 
principles of International Law and legitimacy, and 
we defend our sovereignty right and our national 
interests. Over the last four months approximately 
that passed since our last meeting, the following 
things happened: 

Firstly, the increase, in quantity and in gravity, of 
Turkish violations. 

Secondly, the intense diplomatic activity of our 
country to every direction despite the 
unprecedented circumstances caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Thirdly, the contribution of the 
services of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to the collective efforts to 
face the consequences of the 
pandemic, on the one hand, and to 
return to normal, on the other hand, 
after the pandemic lockdown. 

Before we start our closed-door 
meeting officially, I would like to 
say a few words about the real 
events of the last days in Evros 
region, because it is important to 
avoid any misunderstandings, in 
private or in public about the real 
facts. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the 
government never allowed, nor will 
it ever allow the loss or the call into 
question of a part of the national 

territory. And I may say that any Greek government 
would never allow it. There is, anyway, a relevant 
constitutional provision. Reports about an alleges 
“occupation”, I underscore this word, of national 
territory which were published over the last days 
and were reproduced in foreign press as well, are 
false news and should not be reproduced. I find it 
unimaginable such claims to be adopted and be 
parts of the Greek public debate. 

The government has proven that it knows how to 
defend Greece and Europe’s borders, the 
sovereignty and our sovereignty rights. Please, 
allow me, shortly to describe what happened in 
Evros: Greece began some preparatory works, 
specifically, some measurements and clear-cuttings 
for the construction, and extension of the Fence on 
Evros, in the area of Feres, within the Greek 
territory. Turkey asked to be informed about the 
coordinates on which this Fence will be constructed. 
The Greece side answered to this request that the 
Fence will be constructed totally within the Greek 
territory, so there is no need for the Turkish side to 
be informed about the coordinates they asked for. 
Following an increased activity of the Turkish side 
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June 2014 on a territory where preparatory works had been 
conducted by our side, we gave a new note verbale 
to the Turkish ambassador, whereas a release of 
Turkey states inaccurately that we violated Turkey’s 
frontier. These are the facts. I would also like to say 
that our national matters should not be exploited for 
politics, or even worse, for petty politics. We cannot 
and we must not put our national interests at stake 
in order to gain some temporary publicity at home. 
Our country has paid many times in its past, in its 
recent and old past, every effort of exploitation of 
national matters. And I do not intend to participate 
in such a procedure. 

Once more, Mr. Chairman, Minister, thank you very 
much for hosting us here at the Ministry of National 
Defence, in a familiar hall and place and after the 
initial speeches, I am absolutely ready to discuss 
any matter our colleagues consider necessary 
during this meeting of the Committee”. 

The Chief of HNDGS 

General Konstantinos Floros delivered 

the following statement: 

 

 

I will start by stressing, as you all know, that we have 
to face a neighbouring country which continuously 
provokes: 

• It violates worldwide respected rules of air 
traffic. 

• It violates the National Airspace and conducts 
overflights above the National territory. 

• It proceeds to non-innocent passage in our 
territorial waters. 

• It conducts illegal maritime researches and 
illegal drillings in the EEZ of Cyprus. 

• It violates the UN arms embargo on Libya and it 
does not hesitate to exploit human pain and 
hopes of tormented people – I am talking about 
the migrants – to put pressure on the European 
Union and at the same time to destabilize our 
country. 

Since December 2019 and on, right after the illegal 
Turkish-Libyan Memorandum was signed, the air 
violations committed by our neighbouring country 
have increased sharply. I assure you – you already 
know it anyway – that we react to every violation. 

Our Armed Forces are here to react with poise to 
every provocative activity of Turkey on land, in the 
air and at sea. Our fighters respond actively to 
everyday interceptions and engagements and, at 
the same time, the Armed Forces are highly ready 
for every contingency. 

Our experience from the developments in Evros last 
March, when in cooperation with the Security 
Services we successfully repulsed the organized 
hybrid attack which Turkey launched against us 
using the Migration Issue, was very valuable for our 
personnel. Since 28 February and for a month, we 

deterred almost 50 thousand illegal 
migrants from entering the Greek 
territory. 

We protected the Greek borders like 
a “crown jewel”, we fulfilled our duty 
with professionalism and self-
sacrifice, and we reinforced the 
morale of the Greeks. The Greek 
people acknowledged this and 
reciprocated, by expressing once 
more their strong and constant trust 
and love to the Armed Forces of our 
country. 

For us, though, the end of Evros 
developments was not the end of our 
effort. On the contrary, it was a new 
beginning. Since then, without 
loosening our alertness, we 
reinforced more our borders and we 

still do it, we increased our forces in personnel and 
assets and we definitely adjusted our operational 
plans. 

We are therefore ready to repulse any potential 
wave, whether it is against our land or sea borders, 
and all this without omitting any part of our main 
mission which is the constant preparation to 
successfully and victoriously deal with any incident 
of purely military nature, whether it is on land, at sea 
or in the air and whether it involves a local or total 
conflict. As far as the recent reports about an  
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alleged Turkish invasion and occupation of our 
territory in Evros region, I would like to state clearly 
and explicitly that they are absolutely untrue and 
they do not reflect a real situation to any extent. 

A probable violation of our borders is an issue that 
differs from the settlement of a technical issue 
between our country and Turkey in cases where 
ground differentiations may arise due to the shift of 
Evros riverbed, for example, because of floods 
which, as we all know, happen often almost every 
year in this area. 

These issues were solved, are solved and will be 
solved obviously in the future too, by specialized 
committees of experts. And this practice has been 
followed since 1926, when the riverbed of Evros in 
the form it had at that time, and specifically its lowest 
point was defined as the frontier between the two 
countries, along the greatest part of the common 
borders. As a conclusion, I would like to state clearly 
and explicitly that there has never been any  

 

occupation of even one mere millimeter of national 
territory. Also, I would like to underscore – and be 
sure about this – that if our territorial integrity is 
indeed threatened, if our National Independence is, 
indeed, disputed, and if the supreme good of 
National Security is put into question, which the 
Armed Forces absolutely guarantee, then we will 
perform our duty totally once more, immediately, 
decisively and victoriously, drawing our force from 
the trust and love of the Greek people towards the 
Armed Forces. 
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Hellenic Armed 
Forces New Military 
Leadership  
 
 
CHIEF OF THE HELLENIC NATIONAL DEFENCE 

GENERAL STAFF 

 
 
General Konstantinos Floros has been appointed 
Chief of the Hellenic National Defence General Staff 
(HNDS) since the 17th of January 2020. He was 
born in Chalkis (Evia island), Greece, on the 24th 
June 1961. He joined the Hellenic Military Academy 
in 1979 and graduated in 1983 as an Infantry 
Lieutenant. 
 
After the completion of his training as an Infantry 
Officer, he was appointed Platoon Leader in the 
Hellenic Army NCO Military Academy and after that 
Company Commander in an Infantry Battalion, in 
Samos Island. 
 
In 1986 he was selected to join the Hellenic Special 
Forces (SF) and he graduated from all Special 
Forces (SF) courses in Greece, including the 
Hellenic Navy Underwater Demolition Team (UDT) 
Course. In 1992 he attended the U.S. Special 
Forces Qualification Course, in Fort Bragg North 
Carolina (N.C). 
 
Until 1994, he was assigned in the 575 Marines 
Battalion, 3d Special Amphibious Battalion and 2nd 

Para Battalion, serving as Company Commander, 
Support Company Commander and Operations 
Officer. 
 
In 1994 he was assigned in 505 Marines Battalion, 
concluding his tour of duty in 1997 as Battalion 
Commander. Then he was transferred to the 
Hellenic Army Special Operations Directorate, as 
Staff Officer (Intelligence). 
 
In 1999 he attended the War College in Thessaloniki 
(Greece). The following year he was assigned as 
Intelligence Officer of the 13th Special Operations 
Command. In 2003 he was appointed to the Special 
Forces Directorate/J3//Hellenic Army General Staff 
and in 2004 he was appointed Z’ Special 
Amphibious Battalion Commander. 
 
In 2005 he was appointed to SHAPE Belgium as 
Staff Officer of GRC National Military 
Representative and upon returning to Greece in 
2008 he was selected to attend the Hellenic 
National Defence College. After that, in 2009 he was 
assigned at the Hellenic National Defense General 
Staff / SOF Directorate as the Chief Special 
Operations Section (Special Ops Plans). 
 
In 2011, he was appointed Chief of Staff (COS) of 
XVI Mechanized Division (Infantry) and in 2012 he 
was promoted to the rank of Brigadier General and 
assigned Commander of the 13th Special 
Operations Command. 
 
In March 2014 he was appointed to the Hellenic 
Army General Staff (HAGS) as Director of Land 
Operations, and in March 2015 he was promoted to 
Major General and appointed as Operations Branch 
Chief of the Hellenic National Defence General Staff 
(HNDGS).Upon consecutive decisions of the 
Governmental Council for Foreign Affairs and 
Defence, he was appointed Chief of Staff of the 
Hellenic National Defence General Staff in January 
2017, promoted to Lieutenant General and 
appointed Deputy Chief of the Hellenic National 
Defence General Staff in March 2017, and 
Commander of the 1st Hellenic Army/EL EU-OHQ 
in January 2019. 
 
In January 2020 he was promoted to General and 
upon decision of the Governmental Council for 
Foreign Affairs and Defence, he was appointed 
Chief of the Hellenic National Defence General Staff 
(HNDS). 
 
General Floros is fluent in English and he holds a 
Master of Arts in International Relations and 
Strategic Studies and a Tittle of Studies in Strategic 
Analysis and Crisis Management. He holds all 
Greek decorations of his rank and the NATO Medal 
for Peace Support Operations. 
 
He is married with Anna-Maria Tsikrikoni, BSc 
holder in economics. He has two daughters. 
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CHIEF OF THE HELLENIC ARMY GENERAL STAFF 

 

 
 
Lieutenant General Haralambos Lalousis was born 
in 1962 in Filiatra, Messinia. He was admitted to the 
Hellenic Military Academy (Evelpidon) in 1980 and 
graduated in 1984 as Armour 2nd Lieutenant. 
 
As a junior Officer, he served in Army Units as 
Platoon Leader and Company Commander. He has 
attended all required Armour Officer Training 
Courses, as well as the Strategic Intelligence 
Course. In 1995, he attended the Army War 
College. 
 
As a senior Officer, he served in the ΧΧΙ ΤΘΤ 
"CAVALRY BRIGADE – PINDOS", while in 2001 he 
was assigned to the 7th Tank Battalion as its Deputy 
Commander. 
 
Later that year, he was assigned Command of the 
12th Tank Battalion, while in 2002 he became 
Commander of the 5th Tank Battalion in Cyprus. 
 
Following this, he served as Staff Officer in the 95th 
Higher National Guard Battalions Command and in 
the Hellenic Army General Staff and later the 
Hellenic National Defence General Staff as Press 
Officer. 
 
Upon being promoted to Colonel in 2009, he 
attended the NATO Defence College (NADEFCOL) 
in Italy. Upon returning to Greece, he was assigned 
to the Hellenic National Defence General Staff as 
Staff Officer in the Crisis Management Centre, while 
in 2011 he was assigned as Chief of Staff of the XII 
Mechanised Infantry Division "EVROS". 
 
In 2012, he was promoted to Brigadier General and 
assigned to the Hellenic Army General Staff, first as 
Director of the Plans – Exercises Division and later 
as Chief of Staff of the Army Inspectorate General. 

 
In 2014, he was assigned as Commanding General 
of the 79th Higher National Guard Battalions 

Command "MYKALI" in Samos. 
 
In 2015, he was assigned to the Hellenic Army 
General Staff as Director of the Operations 
Division and A Staff Directorate Director. 
 
In 2016, having being promoted to Major General, 
he was assigned as Commanding General of the 
XVI Mechanised Infantry Division "DIDYMOTIHO" 
and later as Commandant of the Hellenic Military 
Academy (Evelpidon). 
 
On 29 January 2019, he was promoted to 
Lieutenant General and assigned as 
Commanding 
 General of D Army Corps "THRAKI". 
 
 
On 18 January 2020, upon decision of the 

Governmental Council on Foreign Policy and 
National Defence, he assumed his duties as Chief 
of Hellenic Army General Staff. 
 
Lieutenant General Haralambos Lalousis has been 
awarded all decorations, commendations, and 
medals provided for his rank. 
 
He holds a Masters Degree from the Department of 
History – Archaeology of the School of Philosophy 
of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
specialising in Southeastern Europe and Turkish 
Studies. 
 
Foreign languages: English. 
 
CHIEF OF THE HELLENIC NAVY GENERAL STAFF 

 

 
 
Vice Admiral Stylianos Petrakis HN was born in 
Episkopi of Rethimon Prefecture, Crete, on the 1st 
of September 1961. He joined the Hellenic Naval 
Academy in 1981 and graduated in 1985 as Ensign 
of the Hellenic Navy. 
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June 2014 On 17th January 2020, he assumed duties of Chief 
of the Hellenic Navy General Staff. 
He was promoted to: 
 

• Vice Admiral (OF-8) in 2019, 

• Rear Admiral (OF-7) in 2017, 

• Commodore (OF-6) in 2014, 

• Captain (OF-5) in 2010, 

• Commander (OF-4) in 2002, 

• Lieutenant Commander (OF-3) in 1997, 

• Lieutenant (OF-2) in 1992, 

• Lieutenant JG, (OF-1) in 1988. 
 
His Fleet operational tours include assignments as 
Navigation, Communications, CIC and Weapons 
Officer onboard Fast Attack Crafts and Destroyers. 
 
 He served as Commanding Officer onboard: 
 

• FFGH NIKIFOROS FOKAS (2007 – 2010), 

• FPBG VOTSIS (1997 – 1999), 

• FPBG VLAHAVAS (1995 – 1997). 
 
He has also served as: 
 

• Commander in Chief of the Hellenic Fleet, 

• Head of the B' Branch (HRM) of the 
Hellenic National Defense General Staff, 

• Head of the B' Branch (HRM) of the 
Hellenic Navy General Staff, 

• Defense Attaché in Cairo, Egypt, 

• Commander of the Hellenic Navy Training 
Center “Palaskas”, 

• Naval Attaché in Rome, Italy, 

• Section Officer and Division Director of the 
Hellenic Navy Attack Craft Command and 
the Hellenic Navy General Staff. 

 
 
Military Training and Education  
 

• Hellenic National Defense College, 

• Naval War College, 

• Hellenic Joint Staff Officers College, 

• Navy Staff Officers’ College, 

• Weapons Officers’ Qualification Course, 

• Junior Officers General Course, 

• NATO Air Controller. 
 
 
Military Medals, Decorations and Commendations  
 

• Chief of General Staff Commendation 
Medal. 

• Commanders High Cross of the Order of 
Honor. 

• Commanders High Cross of the Order of 
Phoenix. 

• Medal of Military Merit “A” Class. 

• Commendation Medal of Merit and 
Honour. 

• Navy Force Formation Command Medal 
“C” Class. 

• Navy Force Meritorious Command Medal 
“A” Class. 

• Staff Officer Service Commendation Medal 
“A” Class. 

• Cross of Merit and Honour Commendation 
Medal “A” Class. 

• Commendation for participation in 
Operation EUNAVFOR “ATALANTA”. 

• Commander’s Cross of ST SAVVAS.            
 
Vice Admiral Stylianos Petrakis HN is married and 
a father of two children. 
 
CHIEF OF THE HELLENIC AIR FORCE GENERAL 

STAFF 

 
Lieutenant General Georgios Blioumis is the Chief 
of the Hellenic Air Force General Staff (HAFGS). 
As Chief, he is responsible for the organization, 
training and equipping of all military and civilian 
personnel of the Hellenic Air Force, serving in 
Greece and abroad. As a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Council, the General and other 
service Chiefs function as military advisors to the 
Minister of National Defence. He assumed his 
duties on January 25th, 2019. 
He was born in Elassona. He joined the Hellenic Air 
Force Academy in 1979 and graduated in 1983 as 
a 2nd Lieutenant. 
 
He graduated from: 
 

• Instructors School 

• Air War College/Junior Officers 

• Air War College/Senior Officers 
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• Joint Electronic Warfare School 
 
Assignments 
 

• January 2019: Chief of the HAFGS 

• January 2017 – January 2019: Chief of the 
Hellenic Tactical Air Force (HTAF) 

• March 2015 – January 2017: Director of 
the Hellenic Air Force General Staff Policy 
and Planning Branch (D) 

• April 2014 – March 2015: Chief of Staff of 
HTAF 

• April 2013 – April 2014: Director of HTAF 
Operations Branch (A) 

• August 2012 – April 2013: Commander of 
110CW 

• March 2011 – August 2012: Director of 
HTAF Operational Planning – Operations 
Directorate (A1) 

• July 2010 – March 2011: Section Head at 
HTAF Operational Planning – Operations 
Directorate (A1) 

• July 2008 –July 2010: Deputy Commander 
of 110CW 

• October 2007 – July 2008: Director of 
Operations – Training Directorate at 
National Air Operations Center 

• December 2004 – October 2007: Staff 
Officer in NATO Allied Command 
Transformation Headquarters, USA 

• July 2004 – December 2004: Staff Officer 
in HTAF 

• March 2002 – July 2004: Commander of 
110CW/346 Squadron 

• July 1998 – March 2002: Staff Officer at 
HTAF Air Defence – Survival Directorate 
(A4) 

• August 1996 – July 1998: Operations 
Officer in 111CW/330 Squadron 

• January 1990 – August 1996: Pilot at 
110CW/330 Squadron 

• November 1983 – January 1990: Pilot at 
110CW/337 Squadron 

• June 1983 – November 1983: Trainee at 
117CW/Operational Conversion 

 
Flight Experience 
 

• He has more than 3200 flight hours. 

• He has flown with T-41D, T-37B/C, T-2E, 
T-33A/B, F-4E and F16-C/D aircraft. 

 
Promotions 
 

• 2nd Lieutenant : 23/05/1983 

• 1st Lieutenant : 29/05/1986 

• Captain : 26/07/1990 

• Major : 05/07/1995 

• Lieutenant Colonel : 16/06/2000 

• Colonel : 21/03/2006 

• Brigadier General : 03/08/2012 

• Major General : 04/03/2015 

• Lieutenant General : 16/01/2017 
 
Medals – Decorations 
 

• Commander Breast Star of the Order of 
Honor 

• Grand Commander of the Order of the 
Phoenix 

• Medal of Military Merit 1st Class 

• Commendation Medal “Chief of General 
Staff” 

• Commendation Medal “Cross of Merit and 
Honor” 

• Commendation Medal “Merit and Honor” 

• Air Force Formation Command Medal 1st 
Class 

• Air Force Meritorious Command Medal 1st 
Class 

• Staff Officer Service Commendation Medal 
2nd Class  
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RM-70 upgrade  

The Hellenic Army has under consideration the 
upgrade of the 116 RM-70 currently in service.  The 
RM-70 Modular multiple launch rocket system is 
upgrade of the Czechoslovakian RM-70. This 
upgrade was jointly developed by Diehel BGT 
Defence of Germany and Slovakia. Slovakia 
ordered upgrade of 26 vehicles to the RM-70 
Modular standard. First deliveries were made in 
2005. This upgrade is also offered for other RM-70 
operators. 

 

Snipper's Rifle  

On 5 February 2002, the General Directorate for 
Defence Armaments and Investments announced 
an international tender for the procurement of 119 
Snipper's Rifles and 473.025cartridges. Estimated 
budget is in ta area of 6.124.360,00 €. Interested 
companies should submit complete technical and 
financial proposals by 12 May 2020. 

 

Upgrade of CH-47D Chinook helicopters  

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the acquisition of turbo shaft engines   
Lycoming T55-GA-714A) for the Hellenic Army’s 
Aviation CH-47D Chinook heavy transport 
helicopters. Estimated budget is in the area of 32 
million to be funded from the FMS program (Foreign 
Military Sales). 

 

Free Fall Parachutes 

On the 27th of May 2020, the Framework 
Agreement No. 001A/20, regarding the program 
«Supply of Free Fall Parachutes of Infiltrating of 
New Technology» was signed between the GDDIA 
and the «CIMSA INGENIERIA DE SISTEMAS S.A.» 
company. CIMSA lngeniería de Sistemas is a 
Spanish parachute company with activities in design 
and manufacturing of all kinds of parachutes and 
aerodynamic stabilizers. Estimated procurement 
budget is in the area of 2.280.000 €. 
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Submarine’s torpedo program  

 

Defence Minister Panagiotopoulos had stated that 
among the Hellenic Navy’s priorities is the 
acquisition of modern heavyweight torpedoes to 
equip the S-214 type submarines. The Hellenic 
Navy is looking to procure 36 21-inch (533 mm) 
heavyweight torpedoes for its four Papanikolis-class 
Type 214 submarines and sole Type 209 AIP-
equipped submarine, HS Okeanos, to replace 
legacy AEG SUT and SST-4 torpedoes. Navy 
originally launched the new-generation heavyweight 
torpedo acquisition program in 2002. The 
contenders will likely include Atlas Elektronik with 
the DM2A4 Seahake Mod4, Naval Group with the 
F21 and Leonardo with the Black Shark 

 

MEKO frigate upgrade   

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the mid-life update (MLU) of the Hellenic 
Navy’s four Blohm + Voss/Hellenic Shipyards-built 
MEKO 200HN Hydra-class frigates, commissioned 
during the 1990s. The MLU is necessary to 
modernize the ships' capabilities to respond in the   
new operational requirements. The selected sub-
systems for the MLU will be decided according to 
the budget availability which is in the area of 130 
million euro. No more details were announced 

 

MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters 

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the acquisition of four (4) MH-60R Multi-
Mission Helicopters to provide the capability to 
perform anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare 
missions along with the ability to perform secondary 
missions including vertical replenishment, search 
and rescue, and communications relay. On July 12, 
2019.The State Department has made a 
determination approving a possible Foreign Military 
Sale to the Government of Greece of MH-60R Multi-
Mission Helicopters with support for an estimated 
cost of $600 million.   

 

 

Hellenic Armed Forces, current Defence 
Procurements programs  
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Mark V Special Operations Craft  

Hellenic Navy took delivery of four Mark V Special 
Operations Craft (SOC) from the United States 
during a ceremony at the Salamis Naval Base on 6 
April 2020. The ceremony was attended by the 
Defence Attaché of the USA in Athens, Captain 
Timothy N. Ketter; and the representative of the 
U.S. Office of Defense Cooperation (ODC) in 
Greece, Admiral Anthony Garner. The vessels will 
remain at the Salamis Naval Base for the execution 
of the required inspections and maintenance and 
repair works in the context of their activation. Once 
activated, the boats will be used by the Hellenic 
Navy’s elite special warfare unit, the Underwater 
Demolition Command  A statement from the Greek 
Ministry of National Defence said that these Boats 
will significantly upgrade the operational capabilities 
of DYK. 
The craft were earlier operated by the U.S. Navy 
and transferred to the Hellenic Navy under the 
Excess Defense Articles (EDA) program.  

Hellenic Navy to acquire new RIBs 

Danish VIKING Life-Saving Equipment has been 
awarded with a contract for the delivery of eleven  

 

METIS rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) to the Hellenic 
Navy. This is the second deal the company’s Greek 
branch VIKING Norsafe Life-Saving Equipment 
Hellas S.A. has secured to supply the craft type to 
the Hellenic Navy.  

The new RIBs, which will be deployed 
predominantly to support search and rescue 
operations on delivery over the summer of 2020, will 
replace craft currently used on board larger vessels 
in the Hellenic Navy’s fleet, including its ΜΕΚΟ-type 
frigates 

 

Unmanned Aerial Systems/UAS 

The Hellenic Navy has announced an international 
tender regarding the acquisition of five (5) 
Unmanned Aerial Systems/UAS to be used for the 
operational needs of the Hellenic Fleet. Estimated 
budget is in the area of 2.000.000 euro.  

There has been tremendous growth in demand for 
unmanned aircraft systems (UASs) and the Hellenic 
Navy have planned the acquisition of high-altitude 
maritime surveillance systems.  
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Craft 

After a long delay almost eight years, the Hellenic 
Navy has taken delivery of the 6th BAE Systems 
designed Fast Attack Craft at a ceremony at Elefsis 
Shipyard near Athens. HS “Karathanasis” is the 
latest vessel in a class of seven 62 metre Fast  

Attack Craft being built by BAE Systems’ industry 
partner, Elefsis Shipyards, for the Hellenic Navy. 
Under a long-term technology transfer programme, 
BAE Systems is the design authority and major 
subcontractor to Elefsis Shipyards, responsible for 
the design and combat systems integration of the 
vessels.The seventh boat, Vlahakos, is expected to 
be delivered within 2020. 

 

Greece, to acquire ‘Belharra’ frigate  

Greek Defense Minister Niko Panagiotopoulos and 
his French counterpart Florence Parly have signed 
a letter of intent to open discussions for Greece to 
procure two defense and intervention frigates, also 
known as Belharra, worth some €750 million apiece 
and built by France’s Naval Group. Parly announced 
the agreement on her Twitter account last week 
saying, “France has signed a letter of intent with 
Greece on its purchase of two defense and 
intervention frigates.” Speaking to the media after 
his meeting in Paris, Panagiotopoulos said there 

was still “a long way to go” before the final 
configuration of the frigates for Greece is agreed, 
which signals that they are not likely to be identical 
to the ones being built by France’s Naval Group for 
the French navy. The Belharra was designed for the 
French sea service, which has ordered five copies. 
The steel cut for the first of the five ships will take 
place on Oct. 23 with delivery of the first scheduled 
for 2023. 

 

 Hellenic Air Force      
 
 
Upgrade of the Hellenic Air Force F-16s  

On 13 December 2019, the Hellenic Parliament 
approved the Ministry of Defence proposal 
regarding the local added value of the 
subcontracting job for the F-16 upgrade contract.     
He also said that the first F-16 Block 52 Advanced 
aircraft has arrived in the Hellenic Aerospace 
Industry facilities for commencing the work to be 
upgraded to Viper configuration.  The principal 
contractor will be Lockheed Martin of Fort Worth, 
TX.  Lockheed Martin expects to complete the task 
by Jun 30, 2027. Lockheed Martin official said in 
September that the first two years will be spent on 
engineering for the prototype and the registration of 
the systems. The installation on the Greek fighter 
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program, and the Hellenic Air Force pilots will be 
trained in the fourth year. 
Project background  
In 2018, Hellenic Government signed a $1.5 billion 
contract to upgrade 84 F-16 fighter aircraft of the 
Hellenic Air Force to F-16V standard, with the 
relevant manufacturer company Lockheed Martin 
contract to be about $1 billion. Main subcontractor 
will be the Hellenic Aerospace Industry getting more 
than 70% of the total amount of $279 million 
subcontracting job, while the remaining 30% is 
directed to the Hellenic defense industry. Lockheed 
Martin secured a $996.8 million foreign military 
sales (FMS) contract for upgrading 84 Hellenic Air 
Force F-16 jets to the V-configuration, the US 
Department of Defense said on December 21, 2018. 
Lockheed Martin expects to complete the task by 
Jun 30, 2027. Lockheed Martin official said in 
September that the first two years will be spent on 
engineering for the prototype and the registration of 
the systems. The installation on the Greek fighter 
jets will take place during the third year of the 
program, and the Hellenic Air Force pilots will be 
trained in the fourth year 
 

Support of Mirage 2000-5  

Hellenic Parliament approved Ministry of Defence 
request regarding the funding for the support of 
Mirage 2000-5, a ceiling of € 260 million over seven 
years. Speaking in the Hellenic Parliament, Defence 
Minister Panagiotopoulos said that this approval 
endorses the three draft framework agreements for 
the subsequent support of Mirage 2005 aircraft 
between General Directorate for Defence 
Investments and Armament (GDIA) and the three 
French manufacturing companies Dassault, Thales 
and Safran.  

Defence Minister said that we agreed that the 
Mirage had to be launched because we required it 
to fly again with the correct availability. To avoid 
misunderstanding, a capable part of the Mirage fleet 
is currently operational and in high redness. This 
may begin next month to let us know that in four, 
five, six months from now, a sufficient percentage of 
the 44 Mirage 2000 and 2000-5 fleets will be 
available for Air Force needs, with whatever that 
entails. 

This is how we came to the framework agreements. 
Funding for this program, a ceiling of € 260 million 
over seven years, is already approved. We had a 
case and we told the French that Greece has the 
funds, the spare parts had been found and we had 
to agree. As you understand, we have agreed that 
funding for 2019 to 2021 is 30 million per year as it 
has been already announced by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

Greece to buy F-35 

Referring to current tensions in Greek-Turkish 
relations, Greek Prime Minister Mitsotakis said 

Turkey is now isolated diplomatically, but reiterated 
that communication between the two counties must 
be kept open. He also stressed that Greece would 
only agree to resorting to the UN's International 
Court of Justice in The Hague only for the issues of 
the continental shelf and Cyprus' Exclusive 
Economic Zone.Speaking of armaments, he said, "If 
the country's current fiscal state allows it, we will 
seriously consider purchasing F-35 fighter jets, 
because they are the most readily available and 
advanced in the market." 
 

Advanced trraining airraft for the Helenic 

Airforce  

Helllenic Airforce General Staff has under 
considaration the procuremnts of 12 + 4 option 
advance taining aircraft to replace the old currently 
used T-41.  Candidate types are considered the  the 
Italian trainer M-345, US/Korean T-50 Golden Eagle 
and the British  Hawk. 

 

Technical Support of Air Defense Missile 

Systems 

The signature of the contract “Technical 
Support of S-300PMU1 Air Defense Missile 
System and Extension of Missiles Service Life” 
and “Technical Support of TOR/M1 Air Defense 
Missile System” took place in 03 March 2017 in 
GDDIA, between the General Director of GDDIA, 
of behave  the HMOD,  and ROSOBORONEXPOR 
Company  legal  representatives, KULAKOV 
SERGEY, MIRINOV SERGEY, DANILOVICH 
DIMITRY. 

Aircraft Arresting Systems 

On the 6THApril 2020, the opening of the 
participants’ financial offer for the Tender 02/2019 
(repeat of Tender 34/14) “Procurement of Time 
Change Items (TCI) - Self Life Items and spare parts 
for general repairs of Aircraft Arresting Systems" 
took place within GDDIA premises, where the 
company «TERRA SPATIUM S.A.» was 
represented by legally authorized representative. 
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GREECE’s 

DEFENCE 

PROFILE     

Greek national strategy includes the following 
fundamental principles: 

• The deterrence of any external threat. 

• The support of the country's European 
course. 

• The support of the country's position in the 
Balkans with a view to its 

• gradually becoming European Union' s 
Balkan gateway. 

• The active presence of Greece in the area 
of the Black Sea and the Eastern 

• Mediterranean. 

• The development of an active and dynamic 
defence diplomacy aiming at 

• promoting civil security, peace, and 
cooperation in the area of the Balkans, the 

• Black Sea, and the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

• Active participation in all international 
organisations. 

• The presence of Greece as the 
metropolitan centre of Hellenism, that 
takes the 

• necessary initiatives to mobilise the 
Hellenes around the world. 

The general aim of the national defence policy is 
the strengthening of Greece's security, through 
combined actions in the area of defence diplomacy 
and foreign policy, and its constructive role as a 
driving force for stability in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and the Balkans 

• Hellenic National Defense General 

Staff 

The Hellenic National Defense General Staff has 
the operational command of the Joint Armed Forces 
Headquarters and the units that operate under 
them. It is also responsible for organising and 
implementing routine operations and exercises of 
the Joint Armed Forces, coordinating and 
implementing operations during the management of 
wartime and peacetime crises and overseeing 
operations of the Hellenic Armed Forces outside 
Greek national territory. 

• Hellenic Army 

The basic components of the Hellenic Army are 
Arms and Corps. The former is responsible for 
combat missions and the latter for logistical support. 
It is organized in Commands, Formations, and Units 
with the main being brigade, division and corps. Its 
main mission is to guarantee the territorial integrity 
and independence of the country.[8] 

• Hellenic Navy 

The Hellenic Navy incorporates a modern fleet 
consisting of strike units, such as frigates, gunboats, 
submarines and fast attack guided missile vessels 
and multiple types of support vessels, in order to be 
able to conduct naval operations that protect Greek 
national interests and guarantee the integrity of 
Greek territorial waters, the mainland and the 
islands. 

• Hellenic Air Force 

The Hellenic Air Force incorporates a modern 
aircraft fleet and congruent structure, combined with 
a comprehensive air defense system that consists 
of a widespread network of anti-aircraft weapons. 
The structure, which is overseen by the Air Force 
General Staff, includes the Tactical Air Force 
Command, the Air Force Support Command, the Air 
Force Training Command and a number of other 
independent defense units and services.[8] Its main 
mission is to defend Greek airspace and to provide 
combat support to the Hellenic Army and the 
Hellenic Navy. 



ARMY ORGANIZATION  

 

NAVAL ORGANISATION 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

AIR FORCE ORGANISATION 

 



 
 

MAJOR ARMY EQUIPMENT 

 

Main Battle Tanks 
900 x Leopard (including some 180 x 2A4; 170 
2A6 and about 500 1A5/GR) 

  400 x M-60 (estimate – with many in store) 

  600 x M-48 (majority in store) 

Reconnaissance (Recce) About 200 x VBL  (Wheeled) 

Armoured Infantry Fighting Vehicle 
(AIFV) 

370 x BMP-1 (tracked – majority probably in 
store) 

Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) 400 x Leonidas Mk1/Mk2 (Tracked) 

  1,500 M-113 types (Tracked) 

  200 x M-577 (tracked ACV) 

Self Propelled Artillery  
300 x 155 mm M-109 (various types – our 
estimate) 

  36 x PzH 2000 

  110 x M-110A2 (some in store) 

Towed Artillery 
200 x 105 mm M-101 (majority probably in 
store) 

  12 x Mod-56 Pack How 

  
120 x 155 mm M-114 (majority probably in 
store) 

Multiple Rocket Launchers (MRL) 115 x 122 mm RM-70 Dana 

  36 x 227 mm MLRS 

Mortars  2,000 x 81 mm (estimate) 

  400 x 120 mm (estimate) 

  250 x 107 mm M-30 SP on M-106 (M-113 type) 

Anti-Tank  300 x Milan 1/2 ATGW (some SP) 

  200 x AT-4 ATGW (some SP) 

  196 x AT-14 (ATGW) 

  
About 350 x TOW ATGW (some 320 SP on M-
901) 

  About 2,000 x 84 mm Carl Gustav 

  About 1,300 x 106 mm M-40 

Low Level Air Defence 31 x SA-15 SAM 

  38 x SA-8B SAM 

  42 x I-HAWK 



  About 1,000 x Stinger SAM 

  About 500 x ZSU-23-2 AAA 

  About 250 x 20 mm RH-202 AAA 

Helicopters  
20 x AH-64A Apache (Attack - to be upgraded to 
D standard) 

  12 x AH-64D (Attack - deliveries continue) 

  
8 x CH-47D Chinook (Transport – 7 more on 
order) 

  90 x UH-1H Iroquois (Utility) 

  30 x AB-205A (Utility) 

  12 x AB-206 (Utility) 

Fixed Wing 38 x U-17A Skywagon (liaison) 

  3 x C-12 Huron 

Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAV) 12 x Sperwer 
 

  

MAJOR NAVAL EQUIPMENT 

  

Submarines 7 x German Type 209 (Glavkos Class) 

  4 x German Type 214  

Frigates  4 x MEKO 200HN (Hydra) 

  9 x Kortenaer (Elli) 

Corvettes  3 x Thetis (Niki) 

Fast Attack Craft  12 x La Combattante (Types II, IIA, III and IIIB) 

  7 x Super Vita 

  4 x Andromeda 

  2 x Stamou 

Patrol Craft  2 x Armatolos (offshore) 

  4 x Machitis (offshore) 

  2 x Pyrpolotis (offshore) 

Mine Countermeasures Vessels  4 x Mine Hunters 

  8 x Mine Sweepers 

Landing  Crafts  8 x LCC IKARIA  

Fast Transport Landing Craft  4 x Kefalinia  

Miscellaneous 60 x Amphibious warfare vessels 

General Support Vessel  5  



 Fleet support vessels 10 

Naval Aviation 5 x PC-3B Orion (maritime reconnaissance) 

  2 x AB-212 EW  

  8 x AB212 ASW  

  11 x S-70B-6 Aegean Hawk  

Missiles Penguin ASM 

  MM-40 Exocet ASSM 

  

MAJOR AIR FORCE EQUIPMENT 

  

Fighter  25 x Mirage 2000-5 Mk2 

Reconnaissance 24 x F-4E Phantom II 

Fighter Ground Attack  24   Mirage M-2000E 

  
156 F-16C/D Blk30, Blk52, Blk52+adv Fighting 

Falcon 

  30 x RF-4E Phantom II 

Airborne Early Warning  4 x EMB-145H Erieye 

Transport  15 x C-130B/H Hercules 

  9 x Dornier 28 

  6 x Gulfstream 

  12 x C-27J Spartan 

Training  10 x T-2C Buckeye 

  30 x T-2E Buckeye 

  20 x T-41D Mescalero 

  40 x T-6A/B Texan 

Helicopters 10 x AS-332 Super Puma (transport) 

  4 x AB-212 (utility) 

  13 x AB-205 (utility) 

  3 x Agusta A109 (Casevac) 

  7 x Bell 47G (training) 

Air Launched Missiles  AGM-88 Harm ARM 

  AMRAAM AAM 

  Sidewinder AAM 

  MICA AAM 



  Super R 530 AAM 

  Maverick ASM 

  Scalp ASM 

  AM-40 Exocet ASSM 

Surface to Air Missiles  9 x Crotale SAM 

  36 x Patriot SAM launchers 

  5 x SA-15 SAM 

  36 x MIM-14 Nike Hercules 

  
12 x SA-300 Grumble launchers (stationed in 
Crete) 

  Some 35 mm guns 
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Integrated Air Missile Defence Centre of 
Excellence Memoranda of Understanding 
Signed 

 

On 8 April 2020, the Integrated Air and Missile 
Defence Centre of Excellence (IAMD CoE) 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) signing 
ceremony took place at the Allied Command 
Transformation (ACT). Greece offered the IAMD 
CoE to NATO on 30 July 2018, as the Framework 
Nation. Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Romania and 
Turkey supported this offer by becoming 
Sponsoring Nations, following the finalization of the 
Memorandum of Understanding. The IAMD CoE is 
located in Chania, Crete. Supreme Allied 
Commander Transformation (SACT) General 
Andre Lanata (Air Force,FRA) as well as National 
Liaison Representatives from Greece, Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Romania and Turkey participated 
in the event to sign the operational and functional 
MoU. 
General Konstantinos Floros, the Greek Chief of 
Defence and the IAMD COE Establishment Team 
Flag Officer, offered remarks during the event by 
Virtual Teleconference. First of all, he expressed his 
deepest condolences to the delegations of the 
aforementioned nations due to the COVID-19 
victims. Moreover, he emphasized Greece’s vision 
with regard to the CoE and asserted that the IAMD 
CoE’s mission enhances interoperability and 
supports the development and exploitation of the 
IAMD capabilities of the Alliance as well as 
Partners.Finally General Lanata provided closing 
remarks to thank Greece for its commitment and its 
willingness to host and support the IAMD CoE 
endeavour. 

Signing of Defence Agreement between the 
Ministry of National Defence and the Ministry 
of Defence of Israel 

On May 4, 2020, defence agreement between 
Greece and the state of Israel was signed and 
specifically between General Director of General 
Directorate for Defence Investments and 
Armaments, Lieutenant General (Rtd) Theodoros 
Lagios (HAf) and Israeli Defence Ministry Director 
General, Major General (Res) Udi Adam. Under the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis, the agreement was 
signed digitally.  

       Tension in at Evros river in the Greek – 
Turkish borders 

Following rumors published in the national and 
international press that Turkey has invaded and 
occupied Greek territory at Evros river in the Greek 
– Turkish borders, the Greek Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs made the following   statement “With regard 
to the recent dissemination of fake news, we stress 
that no foreign power is on Greek territory. The 
government has proven that it knows how to defend 
the borders of Greece and Europe and our 
sovereign rights.  

The Ministry of National Defence also clarified that 
there never was occupation of Greek territory by 
foreign forces. The Armed Forces have always 
been and will always be present in the area, fully 
executing their mission. 

Following the Greek statement, the spokesperson 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hami Aksoy said 
“On April 15 2020, Greece notified our Ministry of 
the construction of a fence in the “Feres sector” of 
Turkey-Greece land border. 

Upon coordination with the relevant Turkish 
authorities, the Ministry conveyed a Note on 11 May 
2020 requesting Greece to share the exact 
coordinates of the construction area and proposing 
to convene the joint border commission in order to 
ensure that the land border is not violated. It was 
also communicated to the Greek side that the 
construction of the fence should not be commenced 
without technical coordination between the two 
countries as the riverbed of the Meriç/Evros river 
which delineates the Turkish-Greek land border in 
1926 has changed significantly because of natural 
and artificial factors and thus, there exists no 
mutually-agreed geographical coordinates of this 
particular section of the border compatible to 1926 
agreement. In spite of our warnings and proposals 
of cooperation, Greece initiated land-levelling 
activities on 13 May 2020 and violated our 
contractual land border. This violation was 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE  
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immediately intercepted by our relevant authorities 
through the necessary measures. The issue can be 
resolved, if the meetings we have proposed 
between technical delegations of both countries 
take place. A fait-accompli at our borders will under 
no circumstances be tolerated.” 

 

Participation of Frigate “HYDRA” in Operation 
EUNAVFOR MED IRINI 

 

On Tuesday 12th May 2020 Frigate “HYDRA” 
(Class Meko-200HN) set sail from Salamis Naval 
Base in order to participate in Operation 
EUNAVFOR MED IRINI. In addition, the Hellenic 
Navy will deploy 1 S-70B-6 Aegean Hawk helicopter 
and a specially trained boarding Team to conduct 
Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIO). 

Frigate “HYDRA” will remain for a short time at 
Souda Naval Base (Crete island) to conduct training 
in the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operational 
Training Centre (NMIOTC) and then will be 
deployed in late May. 

 

 

 

HELLENIC ARMY  

 

 

Upgrade of CH-47D Chinook helicopters  

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the acquisition of turbo shaft engines   
Lycoming T55-GA-714A) for the Hellenic Army’s 
Aviation CH-47D Chinook heavy transport 
helicopters. Estimated budget is in the area of 32 
million to be funded from the FMS program (Foreign 
Military Sales). 

 General purpose military trucks 

The Hellenic Army has under consideration to 
replace the currently used general purpose military 
trucks with new modern and highly protected trucks 
ranging from mission support in the battle area to 
logistical tasks in the homeland that suit all the 
operational needs. 

 

HELLENIC NAVY 

 

MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters 

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the acquisition of four (4) MH-60R Multi-
Mission Helicopters to provide the capability to 
perform anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare 
missions along with the ability to perform secondary 
missions including vertical replenishment, search 
and rescue, and communications relay. 

 

On July 12, 2019.The State Department has made 
a determination approving a possible Foreign 
Military Sale to the Government of Greece of MH-
60R Multi-Mission Helicopters with support for an 
estimated cost of $600 million.  The Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required 
certification notifying Congress of this possible sale. 

ARMAMENT PROGRAMS 
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The Government of Greece has requested to buy 
up to seven (7) MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters 
equipped with ten (10) APS-l 53(V) Multi-Mode 
Radars (7 installed, 3 spares); eighteen (18) T700 
GE-401 C Engines (14 installed, 4 spares); seven 
(7) Airborne Low Frequency System (ALFS) (7 
installed); ten (10) AN/ AAS-44C(V) Multi-Spectral 
Targeting Systems (7 installed, 3 spares); eighteen 
(18) Embedded Global Positioning System/Inertial 
Navigation Systems with Selective Availability/Anti-
Spoofing Module (SAASM) (14 installed, 4 spares); 
one-thousand (1,000) AN/SSQ-36/53/62 
Sonobuoys; two (2) AGM-114 M36-E9 Captive Air 
Training Missiles (CATM); four (4) AGM-114Q 
Hellfire Training Missiles; one Hundred (100) 
Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System 
(APKWS) Rockets; thirty (30) MK 54 Torpedoes; 
twelve (12) M-2400 Crew Served Guns; and twelve 
(12) GAU-21 Crew Served Guns.  Also included are 
eighteen (18) AN/ARC-210 APX-1990A(C) Radios 
with COMSEC (14 installed and 4 spares); twenty-
four (24) AN/AVS-9 Night Vision Devices; ten (10) 
AN/APX-123 Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) 
transponders (8 installed, 2 spares); spare engine 
containers; facilities study, design, and 
construction; spare and repair parts; support and 
test equipment; communication equipment; ferry 
support; publications and technical documentation; 
personnel training and training equipment; U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, technical 
and logistics support services; and other related 
elements of logistical and program support. The 
estimated total case value is $600 million. 

This proposed sale will support U.S. foreign policy 
and national security objectives by helping to 
improve the security of a NATO ally, which is an 
important partner for political stability and economic 
progress in Europe.  The MH-60R helicopters will 
bolster the Hellenic Navy’s ability to support NATO 
and remain interoperable with the U.S. and the 
NATO alliance.  

The proposed sale will improve Greece's capability 
to meet current and future threats.  Greece will have 
no difficulty absorbing these helicopters into its 
armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment will not alter 
the basic military balance in the region. The 
principal contractor will be Lockheed Martin Rotary 
and Mission Systems in Owego, New York.  There 
are no known offset agreements in connection with 
this potential sale.Implementation of this proposed 
sale will require the assignment of five (5) additional 
U.S. Government personnel and five (5) contractor 
representatives to Greece. There will be no adverse 
impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. This notice of a potential sale is 
required by law and does not mean the sale has 
been concluded. 

Delivery of the 6th Super Vita Fast Attack Craft 

HS “DANIOLOS”  

After a long delay almost eight years, the Hellenic 
Navy has taken delivery of the 6th BAE Systems 
designed Fast Attack Craft at a ceremony at Elefsis 
Shipyard near Athens. 

HS “Karathanasis” is the latest vessel in a class of 
seven 62 metre Fast Attack Craft being built by BAE 
Systems’ industry partner, Elefsis Shipyards, for the 
Hellenic Navy. Under a long-term technology 
transfer programme, BAE Systems is the design 
authority and major subcontractor to Elefsis 
Shipyards, responsible for the design and combat 
systems integration of the vessels. 

The 62 metre Fast Attack Craft is designed as a 
high speed, multi-role platform that can operate in 
both anti-air and surface combat situations. Used by 
the Hellenic Navy as a high-speed interception and 
offshore patrol craft, its extensive weapon fit on a 
compact hull delivers an economic solution to 
surveillance, intelligence gathering, patrol, 
interdiction and engagement of enemy forces. 

The purchase agreement of the first three fast 
attack craft (FACs) of the Roussen class (was 
signed in January 2000, and the construction took 
place at Eleusis Shipyards, while the Vosper 
Thornycroft (now BAE Systems Maritime) provided 
the necessary planning, logistics and equipment for 
the vessels. In August 2003 a contract was awarded 
for further two ships, Grigoropoulos and Ritsos, to 
be built by Elefsis. Ritsos was launched in October 
2006 while the vessel was commissioned recently 
in 2015. A contract from the Hellenic Navy for an 
additional two vessels, to bring the total to seven, 
was placed in September 2008. Thefirst ship of the 
class was launched in November 2002 while three 
more vessels were launched the next three years. 
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The seventh boat, Vlahakos, is expected to be 
delivered within 2020. 

 

MEKO frigate upgrade   

The Hellenic Parliament Defence Committee 
approved the mid-life update (MLU) of the Hellenic 
Navy’s four Blohm + Voss/Hellenic Shipyards-built 
MEKO 200HN Hydra-class frigates, commissioned 
during the 1990s. The MLU is necessary to 
modernize the ships' capabilities to respond in the   
new operational requirements. The selected sub-
systems for the MLU will be decided according to 
the budget availability which is in the area of 130 
million euro. No more details were announced.  

 

Hellenic Navy to acquire new RIBs 

 

Danish VIKING Life-Saving Equipment has been 
awarded with a contract for the delivery of eleven 
METIS rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) to the Hellenic 
Navy. 

This is the second deal the company’s Greek 
branch VIKING Norsafe Life-Saving Equipment 
Hellas S.A. has secured to supply the craft type to 
the Hellenic Navy. The new RIBs, which will be 
deployed predominantly to support search and 
rescue operations on delivery over the summer of 
2020, will replace craft currently used on board 
larger vessels in the Helenic Navy’s fleet, including 
its ΜΕΚΟ-type frigates. 

“I would like to congratulate our team for their 
dedication and hard work in putting together this 
successful tender,” said John Georgiadis Managing 
Director, VIKING Norsafe Life-Saving Equipment 
Hellas. “We were up against some very tough and 
well-established competitors but were able to meet 
and even exceed some very specific requirements 
from the client.” 

The contract win followed an earlier successful 
commissioning of a pair of VIKING Norsafe METIS 
600 units serving from the Helenic Navy’s new Fast 
Missile Launch Crafts (Roussen Class), Georgiadis 
added. The VIKING Norsafe METIS RIB, which is 
robust enough to sustain top speeds of at least 30 
knots, even fully loaded, comes with state-of-the-art 
navigation instruments. At between 6m and 7m in 
length, six of the latest RIBs will be fitted with a 
single outboard engine, with the other five featuring 
twin outboards. All eleven RIBs will be built at 
VIKING’s facility in Thiva, Greece, with the supplier 
also taking full responsibility for RIB technical 
support and maintenance. 

Unmanned Aerial Systems/UAS 

The Hellenic Navy has announced an international 
tender regarding the acquisition of five (5) 
Unmanned Aerial Systems/UAS to be used for the 
operational needs of the Hellenic Fleet. Estimated 
budget is in the area of 2.000.000 euro.  

There has been tremendous growth in demand for 
unmanned aircraft systems (UASs) and the Hellenic 
Navy have planned the acquisition of high-altitude 
maritime surveillance systems.  

 

HELLENIC AIR FORCE 

 

 
 

 

 

Hellenic Coast Guard to acquire New Patrol 
Boats 

The Hellenic Coast Guard is planning to acquire 
new patrol boats to enhance its capabilities, 
according to an international tender announced by 
the Greek Ministry of Shipping and Maritime Affairs 
on EU’s tender platform. 

The tender includes the following: 

• Two coastal patrol vessels, over 30 m. of 
length, with a budget of EUR 30 mil. 
(excluding VAT) and delivery schedule of 
24 months upon signing the agreement; 
and 

• Four fast patrol vessels, with a length 
between 16 and 19.5 m., with a budget of 
EUR 40.4 mil. with an expected delivery 18 
months after the signing of the agreement. 

The deadline for the submission of proposals is the 
3rd of August 2020. 

HELLENIC DEFENCE INDUSTRY  
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The Hellenic Coast Guard has assumed patrol and 
rescue missions in the Eastern Aegean Sea, as a 
result of the increased flow of immigrants coming 
from the Turkish coasts. According to Greek Media 
sources, the Coast Guard has deployed around 60 
of them to the area since the last years, in an effort 
to address the issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lockheed Martin  

On Monday 16 March, 2020, a meeting was held 
between the GDDIA General Director, Lieutenant 
General (rtd) Theodoros Lagios HAF and Lockheed 
Martin Corporation company representative, 
following their request. During the meeting issues of 
common interest were discussed. 

 

 

 

 

EDA to assess impact of EU chemical/waste 
regulations on defence 

EDA has just launched a new study to evaluate the 
impact EU regulations on chemicals and waste 
might have on the wider defence sector. The results 
are expected to be available by the end of this year.  
The study does not cover the REACH (Registration, 
Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of 
Chemicals) nor the CLP (Classification, Labelling 
and Packaging) regulations which have already 
been assessed in an EDA study in 2016 and whose 
effects on defence equipment have proven to be 
significant - from design and manufacturing to in-
service use, maintenance and disposal.  

In the new study, due to be delivered in December, 
the focus will be on other EU regulations related to 
chemicals which may also have an impact on 
European defence capabilities, such as: 

• Biocidal Products (BPR) 

• Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP) 

• Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) 

• Greenhouse Gases (F-GAS) 

• Restriction of Hazardous Substances 
(RoHS).  

The study will also look into potential repercussions 
on defence of the recently revised EU Waste 
Framework Directive (WFD), and specifically its 
provision under Article 9 on providing information to 
the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) database 
on Substances of Concern in articles as such or In 
complex Products (SCIP), as from 5 January 2021. 
The study will be carried out by a consortium 
encompassing Milieu Consulting SPRL (consortium 
leader) and REACHLAW Oy. 

 The aim of the study is to provide detailed 
information on the impact of those EU legislations 
on the defence sector and to propose 
recommendations on how defence stakeholders 
(Ministries of Defence, Armed Forces, defence 
industry) could deal with them in a more coherent 
way.  

As part of the study, the contractor will be 
conducting consultations with a range of relevant 
stakeholders, such as the European Commission, 
the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), Member 
States’ MoDs, Member States’ competent 
authorities as well as defence industry 
stakeholders, including the AeroSpace and 
Defence Industries Association of Europe (ASD) as 
well as National Defence Industry Associations 
(NDIAs). 

 

 

 

NATO Secretary General addresses Foreign 
Ministers of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS 

 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
addressed Foreign Ministers of the Global Coalition 
to Defeat ISIS on Thursday (4 June 2020), at a 
meeting co-chaired by Italy and the United States 
and held via video-conference. 

“We have made enormous progress; Daesh has 
lost control of the territories it once held; but the 
threat of terrorism remains,” the Secretary General 
said. “That is exactly why NATO continues to 
support the international fight against terrorism and 
is ready to further step up its efforts; in February, 

ESDP 
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NATO Defence Ministers took the decision to 
enhance NATO’s training mission in Iraq; they also 
agreed to look at what more NATO can do in the 
wider Middle East region; we remain committed to 
these decisions,” he added.  

“COVID-19 and the security situation have 
impacted our operations; and NATO’s train and 
advise mission has been partially paused, but we 
are now rebuilding our capacity and activities;  
going forward, our objective remains the same: 
building self-sustaining Iraqi Security Forces, able 
to prevent the return of Daesh, stabilise their 
country, and fight terrorism,” the Secretary General 
highlighted.  

The Secretary General noted the importance of 
moving forward in close coordination and 
consultation with the Global Coalition and the Iraqi 
government. More than 35 Foreign Ministers 
attended the meeting. 

 

 

 

Bulgarian F-16s acquisition 

Bulgaria’s combat aircraft acquisition is now moving 
to the production phase, as the U.S. government 
has awarded Lockheed Martin a $512 million 
contract for manufacture of eight F-16V Block 70s. 

The fighter acquisition project will provide the 
Bulgarian Air Force with a replacement for its 
1980s-vintage MiG-29 Fulcrum aircraft.  

The Bulgarian Defense Ministry issued Request for 
Proposals (RFPs) on July 2, 2018. Offers were 
received in October, 2018, including two from the 
United States, LOCKHEED MARTIN and BOEING 
for new-build F-16 and F-18 fighters, SAAB with 
Gripen and Italy offering   secondhand Eurofighter 
Typhoons.   

On 30 May 2019, the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) notified Congress of a potential 
$1.673 billion Foreign Military Sale (FMS) to 
Bulgaria, which had been approved by the U.S. 
State Department. 

Bulgaria’s Council of Ministers then gave its 
approval on four draft agreements with the United 
States on July 10, 2019, paving the way for the first-
phase procurement of eight F-16V Block 70 
multirole combat aircraft at a cost of $1.25 billion. 

According to the DoD contract announcement, 
production of the eight initial F-16Vs is to be 
completed by January 31, 2027. 

 

 

 

 

Turkey donates to Albania MPT-76 and MPT-55 
rifles  

The Republic of Turkey and the Ministry of National 
Defense of the Republic of Albania signed a 
technical protocol for the grant of 30 light infantry 
rifle. 

 

In the statement made by the Albanian Ministry of 
National Defense on the subject noted that rifles   
will be used by the Albanian Land Forces 
Command.  

MPT-55 and MPT-76 infantry rifles are light infantry 
rifles of 5.56 mm and 7.62 mm diameter, capable of 
withstanding all extreme hot and cold weather 
conditions, high precision and produced with the 
latest technology. It is mostly used by special 
troops. 
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BULGARIA  
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Turkey Lays Keel οf Pakistan Navy’s First 
MILGEM-Class Corvette 

The keel laying ceremony of the first MILGEM type 
corvette for Pakistan Navy was held on June 4 at 
Istanbul Naval Shipyard (INSY), Turkey. 

 

In July 2018, a contract was signed between Military 
Factory and Shipyard Management Corporation 
(ASFAT) of Turkey and the Pakistani National 
Defense Ministry Ammunition Production and 
Karachi Shipyard for the construction of four Milgem 
class vessels. Turkish defence minister, Nurettin 
Canikli, described the deal as “the largest defense 
export of Turkey in one agreement.” The 
construction of the first ship will take 54 months and 
she is expected to be launched in 2021 and 
delivered to Pakistan Navy in 2023. The remaining 
ships will follow her in 6-month intervals. The last 
ship will be handed over in 2025.The contract 
entails construction of two corvettes at Turkey while 
two at Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works 
(KS&EW). The contract has also provisions for 
transfer of design rights and construction know-how 
from Turkey to Pakistan. 

The MILGEM-class corvettes will be equipped with 
modern surface, subsurface and anti-air weapons, 
sensors and combat management system. These 
ships will be among the most technologically 
advanced ships of Pakistan Navy and will 
significantly contribute in maintaining peace, 
stability and balance of power in Indian Ocean 
Region. 

Speaking at the occasion, Chief Naval Overseas 
(Turkey), Commodore Syed Rizwan Khalid 
highlighted that the project is manifestation of 
strong relations between Pakistan and Turkey. He 
appreciated the “MILGEM” project for its 
construction standards, outfitting and performance. 

The Chief Guest also acknowledged the 
professional competence of Turkish Defence Firm 
and Istanbul Naval Shipyard for their meticulous 
efforts in meeting the timelines despite global crisis 
of COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

S-400 missiles  

Turkey's planned deployment of Russian S-400 
long range air defence missiles has been delayed 
by the coronavirus outbreak but will ultimately go 
ahead, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's 
spokesman said. 

"There has been a delay because of the coronavirus 
but it will move forward as it was planned," Ibrahim 
Kalin told an online meeting hosted by the Atlantic 
Council. He also said Erdogan had told US 
President Donald Trump several times that he was 
also interested in purchasing Patriot missiles. 

 

 

 

65th Anniversary of Kuçova Air Base 
establishment 

 

On May 15, 1955, the Aviation Regiment "23 Peza" 
was established, today known as Kuçova Air Base, 
which was the first unit of the Albanian Military 
Aviation to protect the airspace of the Republic of 
Albania. The Defense Minister Olta Xhaçka has 
also recalled the anniversary of the establishment 
of this base, and published on Facebook the video 
realized in collaboration with the Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, 
SHAPE.NATO will spend over 51m Euros during 
the first phase of work to transform Kuçova Base 
into a support base for the Alliance in the region. 
This 65-year marks the beginning of the work on the 
premises of the Kuçova Air Base which will be 
closely followed by the NATO Support and 
Procurement Agency (NSPA). 

TURKEY      

ALBANIA  
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THEON SENSORS IN 
THE USA 
 
EFA GROUP is pleased to announce the setup of a 
new subsidiary company of THEON SENSORS, in 
Arlington, Virginia, USA, and investing in 
DEFENDER LLC a start-up company, based in 
Maryland, Baltimore. The new strategic investment 
is expected further to increase the rapid growth of 
the Group and to reinforce its commitment towards 
further expansion in international markets. 
 
The opening of ΤΗΕΟΝ SENSORS USA Inc., is an 
important milestone for the company on the path of 
expansion in the US market, which is the result of a 
series of successful co-operations with the last one 
being with its strategic partner ESA- Night Vision (ex 
ΗARRIS Night Vision USA) for the SBNVG solution 
towards the United States Marine Corps (USMC). 
The outcome of this tender is a 5-year IDIQ contract 
award, with more than 14,000 systems expected to 
be delivered. “The US market is a key market for 
THEON SENSORS. Through our new company we 
aim to further strengthen our growing presence in 
the US industry, while developing new and 
advanced products in the field of night vision and 
optronics. The launch of new products will appeal to 
a larger scale of the US market users” explaned Mr. 
Thomas Dakos, Theon Sensors’, President and 
CTO. 
 
The strategic investment in DEFENDER LLC in the 
USA gives the opportunity for EFA GROUP to 
further expand its industrial activities in the defense 
and security area, meanwhile develop in fields of 
technology such as:  Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
Video Analytics. The company aims not only to 
focus in the US market but in other international 
markets too. Regarding the international markets, 
production and distribution for Europe and the 
Middle East will remain in Greece. 
 
DEFENDER is a start-up company, a systems 
developer of innovative digital application systems 
in Surveillance and Recognition (ISR) through 
visual/optical technologies with emphasis on live 
streaming of 360° video for exploitation by local and 
remote management and command centers.    
 
DEFENDER’s leading-edge products are focused 
on the Security market segment offering solutions 
both to First Responders and Commercial users. 
“Quantum 360°” software, decodes video metadata 
and relays the live video stream from its exact 
location and orientation on the map in real time, 
significantly enhancing situational awareness for 
system operators. As a result, it is the ultimate 
camera for use in security technology, law  
 

 
 
enforcement and in other missions and ISR 
applications. 
 
“Quantum’s 360°” technological applications 
decode the remote view of objects with unlimited 
capabilities to possess and maintain complete 
Situational Awareness coupled with AI features 
(detection, geo-tagging, target acquisition etc.). The 
live streaming of the Quantum 360° camera’s Field 
of View, augmented by applications with embedded 
deep learning algorithms that include precise geo-
registration of all objects within its view, provides 
unsurpassed spatial consciousness and data 
analytics to local and remote operators. 
 
Although the company recently launched its 
operations, it has already been awarded a first 
contract by Southeast Community Development 
Corporation (CDC) in Baltimore to install cameras 
with surveillance, recording and analyzing data , to 
contribute to the security of the city. 
 
“DEFENDER is in a constant industrial cooperation 
with the companies of EFA GROUP: THEON 
SENSORS, SCYTALYS and EFA VENTURES. It is 
an active cross collaboration with complimentary 
capabilities, with synergies, utilizing the know-how 
and principles among the parties that align and 
further strengthen EFA GROUP’s presence to 
support its international customers in strategically 
important business areas and the security and 
defense sectors. At the same time, we are 
developing the first 360°thermal imaging camera 
with Artificial Intelligence (AI) to detect thermal 
traces and automatically identify them, a product 
that is a global innovation with applications in 
autonomous vehicles, border guards and strategic 
installations. These actions strengthen the 
presence of EFA GROUP to support its international 
and domestic customers in strategically important 
operational areas”, said Mr. Nikos Papatsas, CEO 
of EFA VENTURES. 
 
“Through the establishment of THEON SENSORS 
USA Inc. and our investment in DEFENDER LLC, 
our aim is to enter the US market. The international 
use of these new products will have a direct effect 
on the creation of production and distribution of jobs 
in Greece as well,” commented Mr. Christian 
Hadjiminas, President of EFA GROUP. 
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The 127/64 LW 

Vulcano naval gun 

by Leonardo, the 

most performing 

gun in its market 

sector 
 

Leonardo is a world leader in the design, 
development and manufacture of naval guns and 
rule the category of medium calibre guns. A key 
product of Leonardo’s naval business is the 127/64 
LW Vulcano naval gun, a defence system useful to 
meet different types of threats. The 127/64 LW 
Vulcano is a state-of-the-art medium calibre gun 
suitable for installation on large and medium size 
ships and intended for surface fire and naval gunfire 
support as main role and anti-aircraft fire as 
secondary role. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 127/64 LW Vulcano is currently the most 
modern and performing gun in its market sector. It 
is currently the only one in the world able to fire the 
new Vulcano 127mm Guided Long Range (GLR) 
ammunition that extend the operative range of the 
gun to more than 85km with metric precision, the 
new Vulcano Ballistic Extended Range (BER) 
ammunition ballistic rounds able to achieve up to 
60km with very high muzzle velocity and great 
accuracy and the new Leonardo 4AP fuse for 
conventional ammunition that grants high 
operational flexibility.  
The rate of fire of the gun is more than 30 rds/m and 
the gun may store 56 ready to fire rounds in 4 drums 
that can be installed according to ship design in any 
Deck granting high flexibility to match any 
installation constraints. The gun is fully digital and 
equipped with Built-In Test Equipment that assist 
the operators at any moments. It is able to provide 
support to CMS in calculating possible firing solution 
for mission planning and it is equipped with a 
ballistic computer. 
The gun operates fully unmanned in operation 
especially in case it is integrated with Leonardo 
Automatic Ammunition Handling System (AAHS) 
solution that allow the gun loading also during firing 
and without any crew assistance. The AAHS is able 
to manage at the same time both Vulcano and 
conventional ammunition and may be tailored to any 
ship layout according to space available and 
customer requirements in terms of number of stored 
rounds. The AAHS may be spread over more decks 
that can be interconnected through hoists that 
automatically transfer the ammunition among the 
different decks.    

 
Nowadays the 127/64 LW Vulcano is adopted by 
Italian Navy, on board of FREMM and PPA frigates, 
Germany Navy, on board of F125 class frigates, and 
Spanish Navy that has ordered it in December 2019 
for the new F110 frigates. Recently, Netherlands 
ordered n. 4 127/64 LW Vulcano gun systems, 
including Automatic Ammunition Handling System 
as the new main gun. The 127/64 LW Vulcano gun 
has also been bought by a number of non-European 
navies. 
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Leonardo signs a 
framework 
agreement for the 
maintenance of 
defence systems in-
service with the 
Danish Navy 
 
 
The twenty-year agreement is worth up to 70 million 
Euros and provides for an after-sales support 
service and the potential future upgrade of 
Denmark’s 76/62 Super Rapid Gun Mounts 
The deal further consolidates Leonardo’s long-
standing partnership with one of the most important 
customers in the naval business 
  
Leonardo has signed a twenty-year framework 
agreement with the Danish Defence Acquisition and 
Logistics Organisation (DALO) which provides for 
logistics support and the possible future upgrade of 
the seventeen 76/62 Super Rapid Gun Mounts  

 
 
 
which are in-service on the Danish Navy’s Iver 
Huitfeldt Class Frigates, Thetis Class Inspection 
Ships and Knud Rasmussen Class Inspection 
Ships. The agreement is worth up to a total value of 
70 million Euros and can be extended in line with 
the needs of DALO and future budgets. 
The 76/62 Super Rapid (SR) Gun Mount is a 
lightweight, rapid-fire naval gun which delivers 
performance and flexibility in all air defence and 
anti-surface roles, particularly in an anti-missile role. 
The 76/62 SR is suitable for installation on ships of 
any type and class, including small naval units. 
The scope of the agreement between Leonardo and 
DALO ranges from basic support supplies, such as 
spare parts, tools and technical logistics services, 
up to gun upgrades and the provision of brand new 
76/62 SR guns in their most up-to-date 
configurations. The first purchase orders are 
expected to be for materials necessary to maintain 
operational guns and for a plan to replace all original 
consoles with a new digital version. 
The deal highlights Leonardo’s ability to ensure 
customers to perform their mission, by offering 
logistics solutions which maximise the value and 
utility of its products over time. It consolidates the 
Company’s partnership with DALO, one of the most 
important customers in the naval defence systems 
sector, a relationship which formed in the 1980s and 
is projected to last long into the future. 
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Israel will lease 
IAI Heron UAV's 
to Greece 
 
First Agreement between the Israel Ministry of 
Defense and the Hellenic Ministry of National 
Defense. The Israeli system will be used primarily 
for border defense 
Defense relations between the State of Israel and 
Greece have been strengthened: Defense Ministry 
Director General, Maj. Gen. (Res.) Udi Adam and 
General Director for Defence Investments and 
Armament - Lieutenant General (Ret.) Theodoros 
Lagios (HAF), have signed the first agreement 
between their respective ministries to lease the 
Israeli Heron system developed by Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI). In light of the COVID-
19 crisis, the agreement was signed digitally. 
As part of the agreement, the Israel Ministry of 
Defense will lease the Heron system in its maritime 
configuration to Greece over three years, with an 
option to purchase the system upon completion of 
the leasing period. The Heron system, equipped 
with both day and night activity platforms, maritime 
patrol radars and satellite communications, offers 
extended operational endurance in a wide range of 
scenarios including maritime patrol, marine and 
land border protection, search and rescue, disaster 
management and more. 

 
 
The system is operational in the IDF and naval 
forces around the world and has demonstrated its 
capabilities in Greece as well. 
 
Head of the International Defense Cooperation 
Directorate (SIBAT), Brig. Gen. (Res.), Yair Kulas: 
"The great security relations between Israel and 
Greece are expanding. We see great importance in 
the choice made by Greece to equip its forces with 
an Israeli system, particularly during the global 
corona crisis. This is a clear expression of 
confidence in the capabilities and strength of the 
Israeli defense industry. We hope to sign additional 
agreements with Greece as well as other 
European partners, assisting them in addressing 
security challenges – in times of the corona 
pandemic and beyond.” 
 
Executive VP and General Manager of the Military 
Aircraft Group of IAI, Moshe Levy: "IAI UAVs have 
seen countless operational successes, with over 
1.8 million operational flight hours, and in use by 
more than fifty partners worldwide. With advanced 
automation capabilities, the UAVS are equipped 
with payloads that meet a variety of requirements 
aligned with the operational scenarios presented. 
The agreement with Greece is yet another 
example of the successful leasing model promoted 
by IAI in many parts of the world. We thank the 
Ministry of Defense for its ongoing assistance that 
has led to this cooperation, and we are proud to 
provide state-of-the-art operational services to our 
partner, Greece.” 
 



 

 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS                        May – June 2020  

June 2014  
 
The Heron is a Medium Altitude Long Endurance 
(MALE) unmanned aerial system (UAS) for 
strategic and tactical missions. Globally operated 
for customers worldwide in both strategic and 
tactical missions. The Heron is capable of 
operations of up to 45 hours duration, at up to 
35,000 ft. Robust and combat proven with 
hundreds of thousands of operational flight hours,  
 
Heron is currently serving more than 20 global 
leading customers in a wide array of mission types. 
Heron’s multi-mission system utilizes up to six 
diverse mission payloads simultaneously allowing 
complex intelligence, surveillance, target 
acquisition and reconnaissance (ISTAR) missions 
over any terrain, including forests, jungles or 
swamps, at sea or over urban areas.  The system 
also has a unique ability to utilize furnished sensor 
suites according to customer needs. 
 
Heron’s sensors feed collected ISTAR data to 
ground segment and tactical-level end users in real 
time, through direct line-of-sight or via satellite 
communications. This essentially enables the 
operational range of the Heron to be limited only by 
fuel availability, with missions ranging over 1,000 
km from its operating base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Highlights 
 

 Combat-proven ISTAR operational 
configurations, with hundreds of thousands 
of flight hours 

 Multi-sensor capability 
 Proven safe dual automatic taxi-takeoff 

and landing systems (ATOL) 
 Satellite communication (SATCOM) for 

Beyond Line-Of-Sight (BLOS) 
 Fully redundant, Fully automated 
 Proven in extreme weather - Cold, Hot, 

Humid, Icy, Snowy and High-Altitude 
runways 

 Capable of landing on unpaved runways 
 Safe, reliable and easy operation 
 Best flight performance and payload 

capacity 
 Proven high MTBF/MTBL and low lifecycle 

cost 
 
Technical Details 
 

 Max. takeoff weight (MTOW)1,270 kg 
 Payload weightUp to 470 kg 
 Overall Length8.5 m 
 Wingspan16.6 m 
 Performance 
 Enduranceup to 45 hrs 
 Range: LOS> 350 km 
 Range: BLOS> 1000 km 
 Altitude> 35,000 ft 
 Loiter Speed60 – 80 KTAS 

Payloads Air Space Integration Datalinks 

Electro Optical (TV & IR Combi or Triple 
Sensor TV/IR/LRF/LD)  , WIDEEYE Scan 

Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) 

Communications Intelligence (COMINT - 
HF, VHF, UHF/ DF) 

Global System Mobile (GSM) 

Electronic Support Measures /Electronic 
intelligence (ESM/ELINT) 

Maritime Patrol Radar (MPR) 

Aerial Persistance 

Customer furnished payloads & Sensor 
suites 

Identification, Friend or Foe (IFF) 

Traffic collision avoidance 
system (TCAS) 

Integrated ATC Communication Relay 

Direct Line-of-Sight (LOS) data link  

Satellite Communication (SATCOM) 

UAV airborne data relay (ADR) for                              
beyond LOS missions  

Ground-based data relay (GDR) for                  
beyond LOS missions  
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Operation 
EUNAVFORMED Irini: 
the Operation sets sail 
 

On 4 May, the European Union Operation 
EUNAVFOR MED IRINI commenced its activities 
at sea with the French naval vessel Jean Bart and 
a maritime patrol aircraft contributed by 
Luxembourg. The High Representative of the 
European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, Josep Borrell, said: “At the Berlin 
Conference, leaders agreed to work together 
towards a sustainable solution to the crisis in 
Libya. However, the conflict continues to put the 
lives of Libyans and the entire region at risk. The 
effective enforcement of the UN arms embargo on 
Libya will help in achieving a sustainable ceasefire 
and advancing towards a political agreement. 
Operation Irini is therefore an important 
contribution towards achieving this goal. It shows 
EU commitment to peace in Libya, even at times 
when Member States are battling the coronavirus 
pandemic.” "On April 28 the initial Force 
Generation Conference ended, therefore Operation 
IRINI was able to start planning operations at sea 
with its first assets. Other assets offered by 
Member States will join the Operation in the 
coming weeks and months" said Admiral Fabio 
Agostini, the Commander of the EU Operation, 
who operates from the headquarters located in 
Rome at the Centocelle Joint Operations Centre. 
Assets such as the French ship Jean Bart are 
particularly valuable for the Operation as they have 
the potential to monitor both the sea lines of 
communication and the air traffic flow. This double 
effort is essential for the implementation of the 
Operation’s mandate in full compliance with the 
Berlin conference, ensuring impartiality and conflict 
sensitivity. Operation Irini (named after the Greek 
goddess for "peace") was planned in a very short 
timeframe and launched on 31 March, following a 
decision by the Council of the European Union. 
The main task is the implementation of the arms 
embargo on Libya under the relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions. The Operation also has 
secondary tasks including monitoring illegal oil 
trafficking from Libya, contributing to countering 
human trafficking and smuggling activities (through 
air monitoring) and contributing to the training of 
the Libyan Coast Guard and Navy. 
 
The Force Commander will be assigned to Italy 
and Greece every six months alternatively. The 
rotation of the Force Commander will take place 
together with the rotation of the flagship. Initially,  

 
the Operation will have three vessels (contributed 
by France, Greece and Italy), one Maltese 
boarding team and three directly assigned patrol 
aircrafts (Germany, Luxembourg and Poland) and 
about the same number of vessels and aircraft in 
associated support. The European Satellite Centre 
(SatCen) will provide satellite imagery support. 
Other special assets necessary to carry out the 
operation's tasks, such as submarines, Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and Airborne Early Warning 
aircraft, are also expected to support the operation, 
offered by Member States on an occasional basis. 
Particular attention is paid to COVID-19 
countermeasures. The Operation Commander has 
issued guidelines to the participating countries to 
reduce the risk of contagion in the Headquarters 
and on board ships and aircrafts. The latter have to 
be declared “COVID-19 free” by the flag State 
before they can be included in the Operation.  
 
The following countries will initially provide assets 
for the Operation: France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Malta and Poland. The staff that will 
be employed come from the following countries: 
Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, Estonia, France, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Czech Republic, Romania, Slovenia and 
Sweden. 
 
The European Union’s Satellite Centre supports 
the decision making and actions of the European 
Union in the field of Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP), in particular Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP), including European Union 
crisis management missions and operations, by 
providing products and services resulting from the 
exploitation of relevant space assets and collateral 
data, including satellite imagery and aerial 
imagery, and related services. SatCen is a 
decentralised agency of the European Union 
working under the supervision of the Political and 
Security Committee and the operational direction 
of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy. 
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE FIRST NEW 
REPLENISHMENT 
VESSEL FOR THE 
FRENCH NAVY STARTS 
AT CHANTIERS DE 
L’ATLANTIQUE 
SHIPYARD, IN 
COOPERATION WITH 
NAVAL GROUP 
 
The first steel plate of the hull of the first of the four 
new Bâtiments Ravitailleurs de Force (BRF) – 
replenishment vessels – of the French Navy has 
been cut today during a ceremony held in the 
machining workshop of Chantiers de l’Atlantique, in 
presence of Florence Parly, Minister of the Armed 
Forces, and Admiral Prazuck, Chief of French Navy. 
This ceremony marked symbolically the start of the 
construction of the first vessel of the FLOTLOG 
program. 
 
The order for the construction of the four ships was 
notified in January 2019 to the temporary 
association of companies formed by Chantiers de 
l’Atlantique and Naval Group. Deliveries are 
scheduled from end 2022 to 2029. This order for the 
French Navy is part of a Franco-Italian program led 
by OCCAR, on behalf of DGA, the French Defence 
Procurement Agency, and its Italian counterpart 
NAVARM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The BRF with a capacity of 13 000 m3 have a 
mission of logistical support of the combat vessels 
of the French Navy. They carry fuel, ammunition, 
spare parts, as well as food for the vessels. 
 
Compliant with international standards, their 
characteristics are adapted to their specific missions 
of support to the aviation group constituted around 
the aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle, flagship of the 
naval air force group. 
 
Chantiers de l’Atlantique carries out the global 
design and the construction of the four ships, and 
ensures the integration and the implementation of 
the embedded systems. 
 
“We are at the very start of a new industrial story, 
which will feature once again our know how in 
design, building and integration of cutting edge 
technologies”, states Laurent Castaing, General 
Manager, Chantiers de l’Atlantique. “This is also an 
excellent opportunity to demonstrate our 
complementarity of our businesses with those of our 
partner Naval Group”. 
 
Naval Group is responsible for the design, 
development and integration of the military systems 
of the platform. The combat system of the four 
ships, whose architecture is based on the Polaris 
Combat Management System of Naval Group, 
ensures the protection against close threats and the 
fight against asymmetric threats. 
 
“Naval Group is proud to stand once again by 
Chantiers de l’Atlantique in the frame of this 
European program. This cooperation brings 
together the best civilian and naval expertise and 
will benefit our customers both on economic and 
operational aspects”, highlights Pierre-Eric 
Pommelet, Naval Group CEO. 
 
 
 

Main Characteristics of the vessels 

 
Full loaded displacement: 31 000 tonnes 
Overall length: 194 m 
Overall width: 27.60 m 
Crew capacity: 190 people, including 130 crew 
members and 60 passengers 
Total deadweight: 14, 870 tonnes 
Freight volume: 13,000 m3 
Total installed capacity: 24 MW 
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UK Maritime and 
Coastguard 
Agency to get 
latest radar 
technology from 
Leonardo 
 
 

Aviation services company 2Excel, which supplies 
customized Beechcraft King Air aircraft to the UK 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), has 
contracted with Leonardo to upgrade the aircraft 
with advanced new Osprey 30 E-scan radars 
The MCA currently operates Leonardo’s Seaspray 
7300E E-scan radar, which has proven highly 
effective during search and rescue (SAR) and 
border protection missions 
Leonardo is a world leader in E-scan radar 
technology and has pioneered its use in surveillance 
radar applications. It has 30 customers 
internationally including the US Navy 
The UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
will upgrade to Leonardo’s latest Osprey radar to 
support missions such as search and rescue, border 
protection, fishery and pollution patrols. The Osprey 
30 radar will be installed on-board the two 
customised Beechcraft King Air aircraft provided to 
the UK MCA by UK-based aviation services 
company 2Excel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Currently, the UK MCA is operating Leonardo’s 
Seaspray 7300E radar, which has been employed 
to great effect in support of regular fishery and 
pollution patrols around the UK. The radar comes 
equipped with Leonardo’s patented small target 
detection capability, allowing it to spot shipwrecked 
individuals in the water at long range, even in the 
most difficult environmental conditions and sea 
states. Additionally, the radar provides the ability for 
MCA crews to identify oil spills and rogue polluters 
at very long range, day or night. 
 
2Excel will build on this success by equipping the 
MCA King Airs with Leonardo’s second generation 
Osprey radar, the latest entry in its range of E-scan 
surveillance radars. Osprey benefits from all of the 
capabilities of the Company’s Seaspray family 
whilst also adding additional modes and optimized 
overland and coastal imaging capabilities. This 
makes the radar ideally suited to mixed environment 
operations, such as along the coast. 
 
Traditionally, coastguard aircraft have used radars 
with restricted fields of view and limited detection 
capabilities, making searches laborious and 
resource-intensive. Leonardo’s radars solve these 
problems. The Company is a world leader in E-scan, 
also known as AESA (Active Electronically-
Scanned Array) technology, which uses a matrix of 
hundreds of tiny radar modules to ‘steer’ an 
electronic beam, rather than mechanically moving 
the radar to point at a target. With a Leonardo E-
Scan radar, crews can lift off, scan in 360 degrees 
and almost-instantaneously detect, track and 
classify hundreds of maritime contacts, allowing 
crews to quickly task cooperating aircraft to deeply 
search an area of interest. Other E-scan 
advantages include extremely high reliability, as the 
radar can continue to operate effectively throughout 
a mission even if a number of its individual radar 
modules fail. Customers in 30 countries have 
selected Leonardo’s E-scan radars including the 
Seaspray and Osprey families, with the US Navy 
procuring the Osprey 30 radar for its Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter programme. 
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meeting was the presentation of  the 

company’s proposal regarding satellite 

communications. Orbit Communication 

Systems Ltd. develops, manufactures and 

supplies a wide range of superior 

performance communications equipment 

and communications solutions to serve 

Airborne, Maritime and Ground 

applications.  

Over 60 years of experience and a 

large installed base worldwide place Orbit as 

a world  provider of innovative Maritime 

Satellite Communications, Tracking 

& Telemetry Systems and Communication 

Management Solutions. 

 LOCKHEED MARTIN 

On 24 January 2011, representatives of 

LOCKHEED MARTIN made a presentation 

in the Hellenic National Defence General 

Staff regarding Airborne ISR Capabilities.  

Representatives from various responsible 

Bodies of HNDGS, HAGS, HNGS, HAFGS 

attended   the presentation. 

 RHODES & SCHWARZ 

On 25 January 2011, a meeting took place at 

the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 

competent officers from the General Staff 

and representatives of the German  company 

RHODES & SCHWARZ .  The aim of the 

meeting was the presentation of  the 

company’s proposal regarding applications 

for the Hellenic Navy’s Meko Class frigate 

upgrade project.  

 AEROPRECISION 

On 26  January 2011, a meeting took place 

at the Hellenic Air Force’s Support 

Command  between competent staff officers  

and  representatives of the US company 

AEROPRECISION. The aim of the meeting 

was the presentation of  the company’s 

proposal regarding logistic support of the 

Hellenic Air Force aicrafts.  

Aero Precision supports military aircraft, 

helicopters, ships, submarines, ground 

systems, avionics, electronic systems, and a 

range of other defense products. Aero 

Precision takes a leading role in joint 

country programs for military aircraft. Aero 

Precision is the premier logistic support 

organization for customers’ specific needs 

and provides specific solutions to their 

needs, and offering the spares, repair and 

overhaul services, training, test stands and 

technical manuals. Aero Precision have 

agreements with companies like Crane 

Aerospace, Hamilton Sundstrand, 

Honeywell, CEF & Texstars. 

 
 LMATTS LLC   

On 27 January  2011 a meeting took place at 

the premises of the General Directorate for 

Defense Investment and Armaments, 

between a Greek  delegation headed by the 

General Director                  Mr. Dimitrios 

Georgiopoulos and Mr.  Antonio Di Stefano, 

Director Contract LMATTS LLC  and Mr.  

Massimo Ghione Marketing & Commercial 

Senior Vice President,  Alenia Aeronautica 

S.p.A. The aim of the meeting was to 

discuss issues related to  004G/2003 and  

04/03, offsets  contarcts. Launched in 1997, 

the C-27J Spartan tactical transport aircraft 

incorporates the same propulsion system and 

advanced avionics as the C-130J Hercules 

Transporter. The C-27J has been developed 

by Lockheed Martin Alenia Tactical 

Transport Systems (LMATTS). LMATTS is 

a joint venture company based in Marietta, 

Georgia, which was set up by Lockheed 

Martin and Alenia Aeronautica, which is 

part of the Finmeccanica company of Italy.  

General Electric Military Propulsion 
Systems 

On  27 January   2011, a meeting took place 

at the Hellenic Navy General Staff between 

competent officers from the General Staff 

and  representatives of the company General 

Electric Military Propulsion Systems. The 

aim of the meeting was the presentation of  

the company’s proposal regarding LM2500 

marine gas  turbine  for the for the Hellenic 

Navy’ Meko Class frigate upgrade project.  



 
 GREEK DEFENCE NEWS                        May – June 2020  

June 2014  

Rafnar's Leiftur 1100  
 
 

 
 
Rafnar's Leiftur 1100 was originally designed as a 
commercial vessel, tested and developed in close 
co-operation with the Icelandic Coast Guard. 
Leiftur 1100 is now available as a leisure craft, 
including as a yacht tender. Designed to operate 
safely and comfortably in the worst weather and 
sea conditions, the 11 meter Leiftur 1100 is 
designed to be an exceptionally smooth platform in 
any sea condition. The craft's documented 
reliability and safety underline the Rafnar Hull 
design's proven capabilities. 
 
During the final development phase, the Icelandic 
Coast Guard sailed a prototype of the craft some 
3,000 nautical miles around Iceland. The specially 
designed and crafted ÖK Hull cleanly cuts through 
the sea and waves, resulting in significantly 
improved seakeeping and maneuverability, as well 
as a safer and more comfortable ride for the crew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Rafnar Hull design generates greater grip and 
traction at low and high speed, and slices through 
sea and waves. The unique keel prevents drift and 
eliminates the typical bounce and slam 

experienced in conventional crafts. 
 
In June 2016, Rafnar's Leiftur 1100 
demonstrator craft, Embla, set off from 
Iceland and sailed to Gothenburg, Sweden, 
to attend the HSBO forum, some 1,300 
nautical miles away. Going without the aid of 
a support craft, the Leiftur 1100's unique 
seakeeping qualities were put to the test in 
this trans=atlantic voyage.   
 
Built on the Rafnar Hull, the Leiftur 1100 is a 
versatile craft designed to perform a variety 
of functions and roles and comes with a 
multitude of capabilities. While designed to 
be the optimal tactical craft, the Leiftur 1100 
provides an exceptional platform as a 
recreational vessel. 
 

The Leiftur 1100 series will remain a benchmark 
for radical changes for some time to come in the 
RIBs market, and Rafnar will continue to develop 
further models built on this very successful vessel.  
 

Leiftur 1100 Leisure/ Technical 

specifications: 

 

Length Overall 11.00 m 

Beam Max 3.20 m 

Draught 0.55 m 

Light Ship 3.8 tonnes 

Max Speed 40 - 52 knots 

Cruising Speed 30 knots 

Fuel Capacity 2 x 300L (800L optional) 

Engines 500 - 800 HP 

Range @ Crusing Speed 230 nm 

Classification Lloyds Registered Special 
Service Craft (optional) 
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